232 THE AGE OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION

the newspaper press for a time tried to prevent its access to
a regular flow of the world's news. In 1934, however, the
feud was composed by the so-called press-radio agreement
and formation of the Transradio Press Service, which out-
lasted that pact At the same time newspapers rapidly in-
creased their ownership of stations, sometimes monopolizing
all the news outlets in a given community. Within the single
year 1935 the number of stations so owned doubled, and by
1940 no less than a third of the nation's eight hundred li-
censed stations were tied in one way or another to news-
papers. Concentration also characterized the national net-
works, whose slickly professional programs, originating
chiefly in New York and Hollywood, were piped to local
stations all over the land. Three big chains commanded the
field: the National Broadcasting Company, whose Red and
Blue networks in 1938 controlled a hundred and forty-eight
stations by ownership or affiliation, the Columbia Broadcast-
ing System with a hundred and fifteen, and Mutual (a new-
comer dating from 1934) eighty-three.

Though educational programs were the exception rather
than the rule, certain of them attained a nation-wide follow-
ing, notably "The University of Chicago Round Table/'
"Invitation to Learning/* "Science on the March" and "Art
for Your Sake/' which presented knowledge stripped of the
husks of pedantry typical of old-fashioned lecture methods.
In 1935 began the "Town Meeting of the Air/' staging a
brisk debate over current issues which sought to recapture the
atmosphere of New England's historic institution. The per-
plexities of wealth and poverty, war and peace, stimulated the
public forum not only on the ether but in other surround-
ings, including the "Town Hall" idea which spread in the
thirties to cities in Ohio, Michigan, Illinois, Iowa, Texas and
elsewhere. By 1936 the United States commissioner of edu-
cation stated that, out of three hundred and fifty public
forums regularly attracting half a million persons, more than